
Maxwell !  1

MEMO 
 TO:  Sister Kim Farnsworth 
FROM: Serena K. Maxwell 
DATE:  14 May 2016 
SUBJECT: Research Proposal "Self-Sufficiency Through Creative Writing" 

PURPOSE 

To find out how practical it is to make a living solely upon creative writing. I expect to find that 
with the right amount of hard work and connections, it is possible to support oneself with 
creative writing. The questions I will explore in my paper are: 

• If creative writing isn’t practical, why do it?  
• How do pressures of work and unemployment influence one’s creative writing?  
• What percentage of creative writers are able to comfortably live on income from their works? 

What about the ones who have to supplement themselves with other work: What is the 
difference between the two groups?  

• What can I do to ensure that I will be able to support myself in a creative profession that I 
love? 

BACKGROUND 

My mother is a very practical woman. My whole life, she’s emphasized the importance of 
responsibility, honesty, and financial independence. Thus, these principles are very important to 
me, but sometimes they come into conflict with some of my other values, such as creativity, 
innovation, expression, and sacrifice. I will graduate in three semesters (not including this one), 
and the prospect of providing for myself with my degree starts to loom on the horizon. 

After graduating with a degree in Creative Writing, one can work as an editor, content creator for 
blogs, teacher, or freelance writer. In this essay, I will focus on the specific career choice of 
freelance writing, because without a guaranteed salary, it is far more turbulent.1 One online 
survey concluded that 74% of writers earn less than $25,000 a year. The author of the survey 
suggests not quitting one's day job to begin a career in writing.2  
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Being able to provide for oneself is the basis of a happy life. A self-sufficient person is able to 
more fully contribute to society's needs than a dependent person. Not all roads to self-
sufficiency are the same, because different people have different talents and skills. In this world, 
the odds of becoming self-sufficient are better for those who excel in hard sciences and fields. 
For those in the creative fields - creative writing, in particular - the advice one receives is often 
to abandon one's creative talents in favor of a more "practical" career. But not everyone can be a 
doctor, an engineer, or a computer programmer. Practical professions may keep life going, but 
the creative world is what makes life worth living. We need to stop discouraging young 
creatives from going for their dreams. This essay will focus on practical advice for a creative 
soul, so that such a person won't have to choose between their passions and their self-
sufficiency. 

DESCRIPTION  

Because this essay focuses on creative freelancing, much of the data I will use will be self-
reported by current professionals. I will use as many formal surveys as I can find, as well as 
author biographies, and personal blogs. 

OUTLINE 

Working thesis: Generating a living income from one's creative writing pursuits is possible 
through the right balance of hard work, talent, and resources. 

1. Introduction: Explain issue and background, supply thesis 

2. Presentation of My Position 

3. Summary of Opposing Views 

4. Response to Opposing Views 

5. Conclusion 
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TIMETABLE AND SCHEDULE 

14 May 2016 - Research Proposal due 

16 May 2016 - Read research and take notes 

17 May 2016 - Organize and comment on notes 

18 May 2016 - 1st draft of paper 

25 May 2016 - Submit paper to professor 

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL 

This is a pertinent topic not only for this class, but also for my life. When I return from my 
volunteer experience abroad in three weeks, I will be unemployed. Trying to build a career from 
with my writing skills is difficult, but I believe it is possible. Please approve my research topic.


